Peripheral nerve imaging.
Disorders of peripheral nerve have been traditionally diagnosed and monitored using clinical and electrodiagnostic approaches. The last two decades have seen rapid development of both magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and ultrasound imaging of peripheral nerve, such that these imaging modalities are increasingly invaluable to the diagnosis of patients with peripheral nerve disorders. Peripheral nerve imaging provides information which is supplementary to clinical and electrodiagnostic diagnosis. Both MRI and ultrasound have particular benefits in specific clinical circumstances and can be considered as complementary techniques. These technologic developments in peripheral nerve imaging will usher in an era of multimodality assessment of peripheral nerve disorders, with clinical evaluations supported by anatomic information from imaging, and functional information from electrodiagnostic studies. Such a multimodality approach will improve the accuracy and efficiency of patient care.